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Last place wins the race



Luke 9:23-25 (NIV)

23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to 
be my disciple must deny themselves and take 
up their cross daily and follow me. 



“I have an almost five-year-old girl. She is 
amazing. I spent her first four years regretting 
having her. Seeing all my single friends, or 
married friends without children, made me 
jealous. It’s like I died and lost my previous life. I 
entered a new life with much less joy, sex, sleep, 
FUN… I do wish people would talk about it more 
openly. Thank you, REAL people who are true to 
their feelings. I believe most parents suffer but 
they stay quiet with a fake smile.” 
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Jesus, Others, You = JOY
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Luke 9:23-25 (NIV)

23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to 
be my disciple must deny themselves and take 
up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For 
whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me will save it. 



Rankin Wilbourne
- Union With Christ
“Salvation is not mostly a matter of relocation; it 
is a matter of transformation. It does not consist 
primarily of ending up in the right place, but 
being made into the right person. And this 
happens when we are immersed in Jesus the 
way a dolphin is immersed in the ocean, when 
we are united to Jesus (though more deeply and 
more profoundly) like a bride is united to her 
groom. 



Rankin Wilbourne
- Union With Christ
With this understanding of union with Christ, 
discipleship suddenly takes its proper place. It’s 
not extra-credit work to earn something. It’s the 
means by which we experience union with Christ 
more fully and deeply. If we want Christ, we will 
want to be disciples.”



Luke 9:23-25 (NIV)

23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to 
be my disciple must deny themselves and take 
up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For 
whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me will save it. 25 
What good is it for someone to gain the whole 
world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self?



Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
- Letter From Birmingham Jail
“There was a time when the church was very 
powerful--in the time when the early Christians 
rejoiced at being deemed worthy to suffer for 
what they believed. In those days the church was 
not merely a thermometer that recorded the 
ideas and principles of popular opinion; it was a 
thermostat that transformed the mores of 
society. 



Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
- Letter From Birmingham Jail
Whenever the early Christians entered a town, 
the people in power became disturbed and 
immediately sought to convict the Christians for 
being "disturbers of the peace" and "outside 
agitators."' But the Christians pressed on, in the 
conviction that they were "a colony of heaven," 
called to obey God rather than man.



Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
- Letter From Birmingham Jail
Small in number, they were big in commitment. 
By their effort and example they brought an end 
to such ancient evils as infanticide and 
gladiatorial contests.



Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
- Letter From Birmingham Jail
Things are different now. So often the 
contemporary church is a weak, ineffectual voice 
with an uncertain sound. So often it is an 
archdefender of the status quo. Far from being 
disturbed by the presence of the church, the 
power structure of the average community is 
consoled by the church's silent--and often even 
vocal--sanction of things as they are.”



It’s hard to change the world 
when you’re busy trying to gain 

the world



Last place wins the race



Philippians 1:20-25 (NLT)
20 For I fully expect and hope that I will never be 
ashamed, but that I will continue to be bold for 
Christ, as I have been in the past. And I trust that 
my life will bring honor to Christ, whether I live or 
die. 21 For to me, living means living for Christ, 
and dying is even better. 22 But if I live, I can do 
more fruitful work for Christ. So I really don’t 
know which is better. 23 I’m torn between two 
desires: I long to go and be with Christ, which 
would be far better for me.



Philippians 1:20-25 (NLT)

24 But for your sakes, it is better that I continue 
to live.25 Knowing this, I am convinced that I will 
remain alive so I can continue to help all of you 
grow and experience the joy of your faith.



Last place wins the race


